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(54) OPTICAL HEAD DEVICE 
(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To suppress the increase of the noise level due to the 
excessive quantity of the light returning to a semiconductor laser 
light source, by providing a light quantity attenuating means 
between an optical information carrier and the semiconductor laser 
light source to limit the quantity of the reflected laser light made 
incident again onto the semiconductor laser light source. 
CONSTITUTION: A light quantity attenuating means 20 is provided 
between a semiconductor laser light source 1 and a beam splitter. 
The means 20 has the transmittance (0<T<1) and the ratio of the 
return light is reduced since the laser luminous flux is transmitted 
reciprocatively through the means 20. The value of the 
transmission can be selected optionally between 0W1 and it is 
possible to set an optical head device at a satisfactory noise level 
even through the return light quantity has variance as long as said 
optical head device has its noise characteristics deteriorated by 
the excessive quantity of the return light. 
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